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| CONGRATULATIONS
Bengt Aberg

Grand World Champion 1969 500 Class

“When victory is absolutely essential —
I always rely on my Husqvarna

for its power, handling and
dependability to accomplish the task.”

Husqvarna Moto-Cross
Motor Cycles — 400 cc
choice of Champions

Husgvarna machines have won more world championships in the 250 and
500 class than any other make. Since 1960 no fewer than eight individual
world championships have been won on Husqvarna, not to mention

just as many world team championships during the same time.

Results which prove the quality, reliability and high performance of
Husqvarna.

SOME HUSQVARNA DEALERSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE. WRITE OR CALL:

WESTERN DISTRIBUTOR: MED-INTERNATIONAL, 4790 Palm Ave., La Measa CA 92041
EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR: PENTON IMPORTS, 1422 Foster Park Rd., Amherst, Ohio

)

Husqgvarna ¢

of Sweden



(Editorial Director of Motor Cycle Weekly, Calif.)

Big crowds watch mass start at St. Anthonis in Helland.

T(}day you and several thousand others have come here
to watch moto cross, America’s latest sporting discovery,
and you will no doubt go home dazzled and amazed at the
European professional riders and the way they can hurl
their machinery over rough ground so fast and for so long.

Spectacle is entertainment in any sport and earns the
most spectacular participants money. The riders you
watch here today are highly paid entertainers playing a
highly paid game of two-wheeled roulette. As BSA factory
rider and two-times 500 World champion Jeff Smith put
it: “Moto cross is the mustard on the meat.”

Although moto cross is relatively new to the United
States, in Europe it is an established sport with a massive
following, and is probably the most international of sports
apart from athletics.

In Belgium it is the biggest spectator sport after foot-
ball and in Russia and other iron curtain countries, moto
cross grands prix draw up to 250,000 people!

Moto cross from the French ‘Moto’ (motorcycle) and
English ‘cross’ (Cross Country) is essentially a postwar
sport and the youngest of all major two-wheeled compe-
tition.

There are conflicting ideas on the first real moto cross
races ever run, but most people agree that the prime-
mover was a French business man, Roland Poirier, who
staged moto cross races for the Amicale Motocycliste de
la Seine in some disused chalkpits on the outskirts of Paris
in Montreuil. Thousands of entertainment starved Paris-
ians in those early postwar years flocked to these dusty
chalkpits to watch the spectacle. Among the early pio-
neers were Englishmen Bob Foster, who was to turn to
road racing and become the 1950 350cc world champion,
and Ted Frost who is now retired and runs a garage in
Epsom in the South of England. There was also a great
character of the times who opened up the money prospects
for the professionals called Basil Hall, whose name was
enhanced by the pop song of the time in France ‘Ou va
tu Basil?” which meant ‘Where are ye going Basil?'

Other riders started to cash in on the boom, most of
whom are now portly, bald headed businessmen—few of
their wealthy connections these days, realizing that they
made their bread riding the colorful circus of moto cross
mad France.

“There were also many little side lines we had going,”
reminisces one of the hard men who now runs a large
haulage firm. “We used to load up with gallon tins of
butter in England and sell it for treble the amount in
France where there was a great shortage. Nosey Gen-
darmes were put off by big Castrol stickers on each gallon

b of butter! We sure looked like we used a lot of grease
on those bikes!”
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SPECTACLE! ;
Roger de Coster of Belgium shows
what makes him a crowd pleaser.

FEATURING QUALITY MOTO-CROSS ACCESSORIES

347 extra wide Moto-Cross bar
double strength, chrome,
cross braced.

$9.95
15" high tap multi-strap
top grade Moto-Cross boots
7-11 D width only.
; $35.90

Wide view Moto-Cross goggles,
vented with extra yellow lens
fits all helmets.

$3.50 each

INTERNATIONAL ACCESSORIES
8240 ORANGE AVE. LA MESA, CALIF. 92041

Very soon the sport spread to other countries. Belgium
caught on together with Sweden, both countries now being
a source of the major talent together with England and
more recently the iron curtain countries.

Although the sport of moto cross emulated from war-
torn France, racing over rough ground was well on its
way in England. Moto cross was essentially two or three
races of a certain duration called ‘motos’ or ‘legs’ with an
overall winner being declared from points gained in each
moto.

In the early days in England, ‘scrambling’ was going
on as early as 1920, when the die-hards used to race rigid
framed monsters with girder type front forks! In those
days the Manchester club ran ‘rough riding rambles” in the
midlands of Lancashire, based on Yorkshire’s pre-1914
Scott Trial which was a timed trial over rough terrain
without observed sections as in a motorcycle trial today.

On March 29, 1924, the former Camberley and Dis-
trict Motorcycle Club organized the first event officially
described as a scramble, when 80 riders gathered together
at Frimley, which is just South of London.

When drafting the regulations, the problem arose as o
what to call it. “Well it 1sn’t a ramble and it isn’t a trial,”
opined one member, “but whatever we call it, it will be a
right old scramble!” :

This historic event was won by Arthur Sparkes, who
still lives nearby, and who still recalls those early days
with amusement and illustrates them with faded brown
photographs of his mates with leather flying helmets and
bi-plane pilot goggles! One of the riders he loves to point
out is Les Archer, who runs a motorcycle business nearby
in Aldershot and whose son, Les Jr., wént on to win the
1956 European world championship on an averhead cam-
shaft Manx Norton. This area still holds famous riders
and pioneers, another 'well known battler being Eric
Cheney who has his workshop in Fleet where he builds his
famous Cheney frames for moto cross. Eric’s modest
house is one of the first stopping places for such famous
people as Steve MecQueen, who parks his studio Rolls
Royce outside and comes and talks motorcycles to Eric
for hours on end without being considered anyone differ-
ent to the other racers who permanently stop by to shoot
the breeze and bench-race.

As the moto cross scene gathered momentum, some
sort of organization had to be got to control the sport’s
interest. In 1952 the FIM (Tederation Internationale
Motocycliste), which is the government of all motorcycle
sport in Europe as is the AMA in America, granted moto
cross its own championship status and for the first time
riders competed for the 500cc European Championship.

The first round was at Imola in Italy where the massive
Belgian, Auguste Mingles, beat Marcel Cox of France
and Victor Leloup of Belgium.

Riding heavy Matchles, Sarolea and FN motorcycles,
Belgian riders continued to dominate the series until John
Avery of England won the fourth round in Sweden riding
a BSA Gold Star. .

Victor Leloup eventually won the first title after vie-
tories in Belgium and Luxembourg with a clinching round
at the very spot where it all started, Montreuil in France.
Leloup and his FN motoreycle, manufactured by the
makers of the famous Belgian RN rifles, rode in the Moto
Cross des Nations in England which was an inter-country
team moto cross. In the rolling hills of Gloucestershire in
the Southwest of England, the late Brian Stonebridge won
the event and led the English team to victory, Second was
Phil Nex from a youthful Derek Rickman who now builds
the Metisse frames, Leloup and Bud Ekins of America.
Bud was, and still is, the only American rider ever to
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